
CITY OF SAN MATEO 
ORDINANCE NO. 2015-15 

 
AMENDING CHAPTER 7.40, “SMOKING CONTROL,” AND SECTION 13.20.010 OF 

CHAPTER 13.20, “PARKS REGULATIONS,” OF THE SAN MATEO MUNICIPAL CODE  
 
 WHEREAS,    citizens and numerous organizations have expressed concerns and complaints 
associated with the harm caused by second-hand smoke; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council requested a review and proposed revision of the Municipal Code 
for more stringent regulations regarding smoking within the City limits; and 
 
 WHEREAS,    health hazards related to smoking, and breathing second-hand smoke, can include 
certain cancers and adverse respiratory effects and worsen the quality of life for citizens with existing 
allergies and respiratory diseases; and 
 
 WHEREAS,    studies have found that tobacco smoke is a major contributor to indoor air 
pollution and chemicals in tobacco smoke have been classified as carcinogens;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SAN MATEO, 
CALIFORNIA, ORDAINS that: 
 
 Section 1. Chapter 7.40, “Smoking Control,” of the San Mateo Municipal Code is amended 
to read as set forth below: 
 

Chapter 7.40  
 

SMOKING CONTROL 
 

7.40.010 Findings and purpose. 
7.40.020  Definitions.   
7.40.030 Prohibition of smoking in city facilities and on city property. 
7.40.040  Prohibition of smoking in public places. 
7.40.050  Prohibition of smoking in multi-unit residences. 
7.40.060  Where smoking not regulated. 
7.40.070  Medical marijuana. 
7.40.080  Violations and enforcement. 
7.40.090  Nondiscrimination.   
7.40.100  Vending machines—sales prohibited.    
7.40.110 Self-service displays prohibited. 
 
7.40.010 FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.  The City Council of the City of San Mateo hereby finds that: 
     (a)   Numerous studies have found that tobacco smoke is a major contributor to indoor air pollution; 
and 
     (b)   Reliable studies have shown that breathing second-hand smoke, which has been classified as a 
carcinogen, is a significant health hazard for all persons; and 
     (c)   Health hazards induced by breathing second-hand smoke include lung cancer, respiratory 
function, bronchoconstriction, and bronchospasm; and 
     (d)   Nonsmokers with allergies, respiratory diseases and those who suffer other ill effects of 
breathing second-hand smoke may experience a loss of job productivity or may be forced to take 










